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 Addressing learning difficulties in the classroom for children with special needs requires 

targeted pedagogic strategies that foster an inclusive, engaging, and supportive 

environment and integrates specialist teaching approaches tailored to diverse needs. 

Below is a detailed note outlining the most effective strategies, accompanied by a chart 

highlighting their frequency of use in educational practice. 

Key Pedagogic Strategies 

• Multisensory Learning: Engages multiple senses (visual, auditory, kinesthetic) to support 

processing and retention; particularly aids students with difficulties such as dyslexia or 

ADHD. 

• Task Breakdown: Divides complex tasks into smaller manageable steps, increasing focus 

and confidence in learners. 

• Assistive Technology: Utilizes tools such as speech-to-text software, audio books, and 

specialized devices to aid both comprehension and communication. 

• Peer Tutoring and Cooperative Learning: Leverages social learning through team-based 

tasks and peer support to promote collaboration and shared knowledge. 

• Visual Aids: Incorporates charts, diagrams, and pictorial materials to clarify concepts and 

support memory. 

• Varied Instructional Methods: Applies diverse teaching approaches (lectures, hands-on 

activities, digital learning) to address individual preferences and strengths. 

• Remedial Instruction: Focuses on intensive, individualized practice to fill skill gaps and 

reinforce learning outcomes. 

• Parental Involvement: Encourages regular communication with families, promoting 

continuity between home and school support. 

• Social Skills Training: Explicitly teaches empathy, communication, and relationship-

building through role-play, storytelling, and group activities. 



Practical Classroom Tips 

• Create a supportive and inclusive environment with clear expectations and positive 

reinforcement. 

• Offer regular, quality feedback, scaffold learning with prompts, and use process-focused 

questioning ("How is the strategy working?"). 

• Identify individual learning styles and adapt resources accordingly; encourage diversity 

in learning materials. 

• Collaborate with support professionals and involve students in individualized education 

programs (IEPs). 

• Engage students with memory games, mindfulness sessions, and play-based activities to 

build emotional and cognitive wellbeing. 

Chart: Frequency of Pedagogic Strategies 

The chart below illustrates the most commonly mentioned strategies for addressing 

learning difficulties in children with special needs according to educational and research 

sources. 

Frequency of pedagogic strategies for special needs education 

Summary Table: Strategies and Benefits 

Strategy Benefit 

Multisensory Learning  Enhances memory and engagement 

Task Breakdown  Increases focus and manageable progress 

Assistive Technology  Supports comprehension and independent work 

Peer Tutoring/Cooperative  Promotes teamwork and social learning 



Strategy Benefit 

Visual Aids  Clarifies abstract concepts and improves retention 

Varied Methods  Matches diverse learning preferences 

Remedial Instruction  Fills skill gaps through focused intervention 

Parental Involvement  Builds consistent progress across settings 

Social Skills Training  Develops empathy and relationship competence 

These pedagogic strategies, when consistently implemented, not only support children 

with special needs but also enhance the learning environment for all students in the 

classroom. 

create more detail information about learning difficulties in the classroom 

Learning difficulties in the classroom refer to a spectrum of challenges that affect how 

students acquire, process, and retain academic information, causing persistent 

struggles in reading, writing, math, attention, memory, and organization. These 

challenges impact not only academic achievement but also students' emotional 

wellbeing and social interactions. 

Common Types of Learning Difficulties 

• Dyslexia: Difficulty in reading fluency, decoding words, word recognition, and spelling, 

despite average intelligence. 

• Dysgraphia: Trouble with handwriting, spelling, organizing ideas, and expressing 

thoughts in writing; may result in illegible or slow handwriting. 



• Dyscalculia: Problems with understanding numbers, sequencing, basic arithmetic, and 

mathematical concepts, leading to math anxiety. 

• Auditory Processing Disorder (APD): Issues with interpreting sounds, following verbal 

instructions, and understanding speech in noisy environments. 

• Non-verbal Learning Disabilities: Weaknesses in visual-spatial organization, motor 

coordination, and social skills despite strong verbal abilities. 

• Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD): Inattention, hyperactivity, impulsivity, 

difficulty maintaining focus, organizing tasks, and completing assignments. 

Signs and Symptoms 

• Problems with reading or writing, math performance, and memory retention. 

• Distractibility, restlessness, incomplete assignments, and trouble following directions. 

• Poor organization, confusion between similar letters/numbers, reversals of letters, and 

delayed speech development. 

• Emotional distress, frustration, loss of self-esteem, anxiety about school, avoidance 

behaviors, and inappropriate responses. 

• Social difficulties, conflicts with peers, and difficulty adapting to changes or routine 

disruptions. 

Classroom Impact 

• Academic achievement is mostly lower compared to peers, with persistent gaps in 

performance, especially if difficulties go undiagnosed or unsupported. 

• Children may require extra time for tasks, more individualized support, and alternative 

assessment methods. 

• Emotional wellbeing can be affected—students with learning difficulties risk higher 

frustration, loss of motivation, depression, and decreased participation in class. 

• Social isolation and reduced confidence are common, leading to reluctance in 

classroom participation and increased likelihood of behavioral issues. 

Executive Functioning Challenges 

• Difficulty in planning, organizing, managing time, and self-regulation are frequent, 

making multi-step tasks and long-term projects especially challenging. 

Understanding and early intervention are critical to ensure appropriate pedagogic, 

behavioral, and emotional support for students with learning difficulties in the 

classroom. 
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